Claim Rejections Under 35 U.S.C. §102(e) 

n - ,358 10-19 21 22,24-30,32-34,36-39, 40-49 and 51-56 stand rejected under 35 



forth herein. 



Vnnwledgement of a system announced action is opttonal or rgnored. Thus, refernng 
e 2^ ^\ t theVRundc r standstheusertosa y Wats,ep3 2 6,the„ ai e & nc, 1 „n 1S cance 1 e 

seconds, ^ interprets a silent period as the equivalent of user acceptance 

^sure does not provide^^ 

HI ionof.eselected — .eps^and 

Section wU h .heide„t, fi edna m e(e. g .,obtai m „ g alis,in g for thenanred party). 

n Anmicanf s invention provides a silent period during which a user may 
selected processing. For example, claim 1 as amended rectes-. 

I. A method of providing voice responses to commands comprising the steps 
of: 

receiving a spoken identifier; 

attempting recognition of said spoken identifier to identify a subscriber; 
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selects a firs, processing optic* tn connection «tk said subscriber; 
provUingavoicemessageindicativeofsaidfirstprocessingoptton; 
^ngasiientdelayperiodofapredeterntineddurationintntediatefy 
sub seauen t ,oaco mp ,e,ionofsaids,epofpromng aV o,ce m essa g e,and 

ZonjlLeipto^dconsisien, — 

rfto «nW, ^ C'O i-u^-WJW^ ng option tn connect 

a duration of said silent delay period. 

render obvious the subject matter of claim 1 . 

Si m Ua rly ,thesu bj ec tm a«e r ofi„depen d e» t c 1 ai m s6,29 ; 32,36,52 a nd55 i sne ith e r 
taught nor suggested by Beith including, inter alia,: 

of said silent delay period. 
(Claim 6) 



or 



U Oft it, 



corres i 
period 
(claim 29) 



select ft) initiating alternate processing related to [a] selected one of 
"processing contend, and, otherwise, (U, dialing the telephone number 



me ans for selectively (i) initiating alternate processing in connection^ 

de,ay period, and (U) initiating [a] first processing option in connection w „ 
saZentifierinresponse to an absence of said command tnput for a duration of 

said silent delay period. 



(claim 32) 



co „ t rolmeansforselec,ively(i)ini,.atingaltemateprocess,ngtn 

said delay period and in response to an absence of said command input for 
duration of said silent delay period. 
(claim 36) 



[a, processor [operating such that it] selectively (i) initiates alternate 
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# 



said eomntand input for a Nation of salt silen, delay period. 



(claim 52) 



a accessor responsive ,o said speech eontent data and to a set of 



period. 
(claim 55). 



1 • 1 * 9Q V) 36 52 and 55, as amended, are 

sssssssss- 

ou.st-ngreJectionof.hoseCaimsisrespeotM.y jested. 

, . 2 3 5 7 8 ,049,21,22,24-28,30,33,34,37-39,40-49,51,53,54^56 
Dependent claims 2, 3, 5,/, 5, „„, oested in the applied art in the 

and any intervening claims. 

Claim Rejections Under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) ^ ^ 

, o on 93 31 35 39 50 and 57 stand rejected under 35 u.a s 
Claims 4, 9, 20, 23, 31, 35, 3V, e t0 the 

unpatentableoverBe^ 

claims and for the reasons set forth herein. 
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■ v , «,r the rejected clarms are considered to be allowable as dependent from the 

Testedbythe applied reference in the claimed cornb.na,io. For example, clatms 4 9, 20, 31, 
being considered optimal. As explamed in the specification: 

„e P tanceof l He S ysten..Delayperio d soflesstHanU,ol.5secon d ba V e 
bee n fount to be inadeauate to s ig na, a user tkat tke systent is available to 

are unacceptable, particularly to users ,ko are no, reaues,tn g alternate 
p rocessin g . Accord,n g ly, a silent May period skould be in tke ran g e of, 2 to 2.3 

; Sseconds. Use of a silent May in tkese lime ranges results in no perceptible or 
a , least an acceptable delay w k,,e providing sufficient opportunity for tnose users 
retiring alternative processing to Initiate the appropriate actons. 

Specification at page 8, lines 1 8 - 28. 

He.ayperiodWh.lean exact time period may well not be critical for theopemtiono 
invention mat the period ,s the subject matter of etgh. dependent clarms. 

, ■ - 3i 35 39,50 and 57 are considered to be 

F O rthereasonspresented,ctams4,9,20 > 23,31,35,:», 

aUowableover the applied art and withdrawal ofthe rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) ts 
respectfully requested. 
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♦ 



CONCLUSION 

, ■ ewoft heaboveeachof,heprese„,,ype 11 dingcla im sl-62inthisapp.ioat 1 o„isbeUev e dto 

withdr aw the outstandtngrejecttonoftheclahns and «o pass th,s apphcatton to tssue. 

The fee in the atnou.tofS156.OOts enclosed for addMonal ciaitns. The ComMissioner is hereby 

I— to charge any deficiency in the fees fiied, asserted to be ffled or which shou* have 

paper is enclosed. 



Dated: December 23, 2002 



Respectfully submitted, 



Mic%al J. Strauss 
Registr\ti° n No - : 321443 
FULBRIGHT & JAWORSKI L.L.P. 
Market Square 

801 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20004-2615 
(202) 662-0200 
(202) 662-4643 (Fax) 
Attorneys for Applicant 
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MARKET) UP VISION TO SH OW CHANGES 

\ . A method of providing voice responses to commands comprising the steps of: 

[receiving a first command; 

selecting a first processing option in response to said first command; 
providing a vo!ce message indicative of said first processing option selected;] 
rffp.mvint x a spok en identifier; 

1tt _- r ^„ -. ^linn of said Tml-m identifier to identify a subscriber- 
■ r|r , trT ■■ «„, pro^inp option in connection with said subscriber, 
r ^,iHin P a voice mess ™ * indicative of said f i rst processing option; 
providing a silent delay period of a predetermined duration immediately 
subsequent to a completion of said step of providing a voice message; and selectively (,) 
initiating alternate processing in coune^vidliffl^^ * » 

oUBlSBBtatsriit a second command input dunng said silent delay period, and („) 
initiating said first processing option inaction with said subscriber in response to an 
absence of said second command input for a duration of said srlent delay period. 

5. The method according to claim 1 wherein said first andsecond [command] 
commands comprises a speech input 

6 A method of telephone diahng using a voice activated dialer including a directory 
of subscriber names and telephone numbers, the method comprising the steps of: 

selecting one of said subscribers most closely corresponding to a first speech 

input; 

providing a speech output corresponding to the selected one of sard subscribers; 

providing a silent delay period of a predetermined duration immediately 
subsequent to a completion of said step of providing a speech output; and 

selectively (i) initiating alternate processing re hted to the selected one of the 
subscribers* response to a receipt of a command input identif y^ said alternate 
mss ^ m during said silent delay penod, and (ii) dialing the telephone number 
corresponding to the selected one of said subscribers ^mediately after said delay penod 
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and in response to an 
period. 



absence of said command input for a duration of said silent delay 



29. A method of telephone dialing using a voice activated dialer including a directory 
of subscriber names and telephone numbers, the method comprising the steps of: 
receiving a first speech input; 

recognizing said first speech input to provide first speech content data; 
selecting one of said subscribers most closely corresponding to said first speech 
content data; 

providing a speech output corresponding to the selected one of said subscribers; 

providing a silent delay period of a predetermined duration within a range of 1 .2 
to 2.3 seconds immediately subsequent to a completion of said step of providing a speech 
output; 

listening for a second speech input during said silent period; 
recognizing said second speech input to provide second speech content data; and 
selectively (i) initiating alternate processing r elated to the selected one of said 
subscnberLin response to said second speech content data including an alternate 
processing command, and, otherwise, (ii) dialing the telephone number corresponding to 
the selected one of said subscribers immediately after said delay period. 

32. A voice response unit comprising: 

means for receiving [a first command] anitentifier; 

means for selecting a first processing option in response to said first [command] 
identifier ; 

means for providing a voice message indicative of said first processing option 

means for providing a silent delay period of a predetermined duration 
immediately subsequent to a completion of providing said voice message; and 

means for selectively (i) initiating alternate processing in connection with said 
identifierin response to a receipt of a [second] command input during said silent delay 
period, and (ii) initiating said first processing option in c onnection with said identifier in 
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response to an absence of said [second] command input for a duration of said silent delay 
period. 

52. A voice activated dialer comprising: 

a memory storing a directory of subscriber names and telephone numbers; 

a speech recognition engine receiving a speech input and providing content data 
derived from said speech input signal; 

a processor responsive to said content data for selecting one of said subscribers; 

an audio output providing a speech signal corresponding to the selected one of 

said subscribers; and 

a timer providing a silent delay period of a predetermined duration immediately 
subsequent to a completion of providing said speech signal, 

wherein said processor selectively (i) initiates alternate processingjn^mu^ction 
.^^^ in response to a receipt of a command input 

during said silent delay period, and (ii) initiates a dialing of the telephone number 
corresponding to the selected one of said subscnbers immediately after said delay period 
and in response to an absence of said command input for a duration of said silent delay 
period. 

55. A voice activated dialer comprising: 

a memory storing a directory of subscriber names and telephone numbers; 

a speech recognition engine responsive to a speech input for providing speech 
content data; and 

a processor responsive to said speech content data and to a set of instructions for 

(i) selecting one of said subscribers most closely corresponding to first speech 
content data; 

(ii) providing a speech output corresponding to the selected one of said 
subscribers; 

(iii) .providing a silent delay period of a predetermined duration within a range of 
1.2 to 2.3 seconds immediately after providing said speech output; 
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(iv) initiating alternate processing in.connectip ^th the selected one of said 
subscribers response to second speech content data including an alternate processing 
command, and, otherwise, (ii) dialing the telephone number corresponding to the selected 
one of said subscribers immediately after said delay period. 

Please add the following new claims 58-60: 

--58. A method comprising the steps of: 

performing speech recognition of a first speech input to select a designated 

subscriber; 

playing a voice message indicative of a first processing option in connection with 
said designated subscriber; 

providing a silent delay period of up to a predetermined duration immediately 
subsequent to a completion of said playing step; and 

selectively (i) identifying a second processing option specified by a second speech 
input and, in response, automatically initiating said second processing option in 
connection with said designated subscnber (ii) automatically initiating said first 
processing option in connection with said subscriber is response to an absence of said 
second speech input for a said predetermined duration of said silent period. 

59. The method according to claim 58 further wherein said step of comprising a step 
of selectively (iii) identifying an exception command specified by said second speech 
input and, in response, performing error processing. 

60. The method according to claim 59 wherein said error processing includes the 
steps of: 

prompting for a third speech input; 

performing speech recognition of said third speech input to reselect a designated 
subscriber; 

playing a voice message indicative of said first processing option in connection 
with said reselected designated subscriber; 
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providing a silent delay period of up to a predetermined duration immediately 
subsequent to a completion of said playing step; and 

selectively (i) identifying a second processing option specified by a second speech 
input and, in response, automatically initiating said second processing option in 
connection with said designated subscriber (ii) automatically initiating said first 
processing option in connection with said subscriber is response to an absence of said 
second speech input for a said predetermined duration of said silent period.- 
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